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“I would say to my friend that while this topic (public access to government information) may not be 
on the front page of tomorrow’s newspapers, it is vital to the continued health of a great democracy. 
And, to paraphrase . . . Thomas Jefferson: ‘If we are to remain free, it is the responsibility of every 
American to be informed’—and our responsibility is to assist them with that information.”

—Senator Wendell H. Ford, speaking during a hearing on Public Access to Government 
Information in the 21st Century, June 18th, 1996

Cutting Through the Fog: Government Information, Librarians, and the Forty-Fifth Presidency
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● The President’s Own Newspaper: Direct Communication to the American 
People

● Eluding Capture: The Social Media-Centric Federal Government Information 
of the Late 2010s

● Shining a Light: Educational Programming and Citizen Action

● Strengthening Existing Access Points: Structures Worth Saving

● Librarians: Collections We Should Be Highlighting



The President’s Own Newspaper



The President’s Own Newspaper
Will Stringfellow & Hannah Bergman, Do Tweets Document the Constitutional Duties of the 
President? Social Media and the Presidential Records Act (Recorded conference 
presentation, Oct. 2019) https://www.fdlp.gov/fall-2019-federal-depository-library-conference 

 

https://www.fdlp.gov/fall-2019-federal-depository-library-conference


The President’s Own Newspaper
“President Trump’s Twitter account…has become an important source of news and information about the 

government, and an important public forum for speech by, to, and about the President.”
Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief, Knight First Amendment Institute et al v. Donald J Trump et al

 



Eluding Capture
Government Publications that contain Presidential records:

Federal Register - executive orders, proclamations, and certain administrative orders

Daily Compilation of Presidential Documents - executive orders, proclamations, speeches, press conferences & 
releases, appointments, and more.

Public Papers of the Presidents - papers and speeches of the President issued by the Office of the Press Secretary.

None of these publications contain Presidential Social Media, e.g. Tweets and other social media communication forms.



Eluding Capture

Presidential Records - “documentary materials...created or received by the 
President...in the course of conducting activities which relate to or have an effect 
upon the carrying out of the constitutional, statutory, or other official or 
ceremonial duties of the President.”  44 U.S.C. § 2201(2)

Presidential Records Act - “the President shall...assure that the activities, 
deliberations, decisions, and policies that reflect the performance of the 
President’s constitutional, statutory, or other official or ceremonial duties are 
adequately documented and that such records are preserved and maintained as 
Presidential records.” 44 U.S.C. § 2203



Eluding Capture



Eluding Capture

1895 - FDLP created. Approx 3 million items are distributed 
to FDLP libraries over the next 120+ years.

2013 - GPO estimates that 97 percent of federal government 
information is “born digital” and not systematically “held, 
managed, organized, or preserved by libraries”
 
2016 - 310 million website pages are harvested from federal 
government websites as part of the End of Term Archive 
web crawl.



Shining a Light

https://sunlightfoundation.com/web-integrity-project/

https://sunlightfoundation.com/web-integrity-project/


Strengthening Existing Access Points

FDLP
govinfo.gov -- official FDLP repository, ~1994 - present   

catalog.gpo.gov -- full cataloging records, ~1976 - present

FDLP Modernization Act of 2018 (HR 3505) (stalled Apr. 2018), librarians 
testified Sept. 2017 (video) that 44 USC 19 should be revised. GPO should be 
able to passively receive or actively harvest federal documents.

https://govinfo.gov
https://catalog.gpo.gov
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/5305/all-actions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I43nulqEf-E


Strengthening Existing Access Points

Hathi Trust Digital Library
U.S. Federal Documents Program (one-page PDF)

U.S. Federal Documents Collection 

www.hathitrust.org/u-s-federal-documents-collections 

● U.S. Congressional Serial Set
● Bureau of Indian Affairs
● Environmental Protection Agency
● Foreign Relations of the United States
● Statistical Abstract of the United States
● U.S. Civil Rights Commission

https://www.hathitrust.org/sites/www.hathitrust.org/files/2019%20Federal%20Documents%20Program%20Handout.pdf
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/mb?a=listis&c=2062901859
https://www.hathitrust.org/u-s-federal-documents-collections


But what is really getting used?

analytics.usa.gov 

https://analytics.usa.gov


Podcasts and webinars

Supreme Court podcasts
Amicus, Supreme Podcast, Oyez, More Perfect

Civics
60-Second Civics, Civics 101, Let’s Get Civical, Serial 

GovDocs Webinars
FDLP Training Repository, Help! I’m an Accidental Government Information 
Librarian



Librarian Action


